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(their  order  on  suitable  grounds ?     If remote  ad-
1 vantages had power to prevail over the passions and
the exigencies of the moment, no such thing as a
tyrannical sovereign or an exclusive aristocracy could
ever exist.
Again, it may be objected that the poor are never
invested with the sole power of making the laws ; but
I reply, that wherever universal suffrage has been
established the majority of the community unques-
tionably exercises the legislative authority ; and if
it be proved that the poor always constitute the
majority, it may be added, with perfect truth, that
in the countries in which they possess the elective
franchise they possess the sole power of making laws.
But it is certain that in all the nations of the world the
greater number has always consisted of those persons
who hold no property, or of those whose property is
insufficient to exempt them from the necessity of
working in order to procure an easy subsistence.
Universal suffrage does therefore, in point of fact,
invest the poor with the government of society.
The disastrous influence which popular authority
may sometimes exercise upon the finances of a State
was very clearly seen in some of the democratic
republics of antiquity, in which the public treasure
was exhausted in order to relieve indigent citizens, or
to supply the games and theatrical amusements of the
populace. It is true that the representative system
was then very imperfectly known, and that, at the
present time, the influence of popular passion is less
felt in the conduct of public affairs ; but it may be
believed that the delegate will in the end conform to
the principles of his constituents, and favour their
propensities as much as their interests.
The extravagance of democracy is, however, less to
be dreaded in proportion as the people acquires a